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0 The April 2002 business waste Businessesturnedin8391bsof liquid pesticides, 1008
O collection was held to help small Ibs of oil based paint, 221 Ibs of fluorescent tubes,
—  businessdisposeof smal quantitiesof 288 Ibs of bulk flammableliquids, 214 Ibs of paint
- hazardous waste. Small businesses related materials

often cannot afford hazardouswaste (strippers, thinners, etc.),
disposal costs, such as mobilization and minimum 315 Ibs of oil Sludge, 32
container costs. Holding acollection likethisallows Ibsof aerosols, 517 Ibsof
generators to share flammable solids(resins,
those expenses, roofing tar) and oxidizers
making it easier for (fertilizers), and 12 Ibs of
loca small businesses mercury. Thetota cost to
to get rid of wastes the generators for this

legdly and safdly. This collection was about $5000.
collection was

sponsored by the
Lincoln-L ancaster

LLCHD will be holding another small business
collectioneventin November. Businessesneedto make

County  Health - - appointments. If we have enough interest from
Department (LLCHD) and the Public Works and businesses, LL CHD might hold another event prior to
Utilities Department. Businessesfor Environmental theNovember collection. Please contact 441-8040for
L eadership a so promoted the collection. information or to participate.
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Lancaster County Extension Saving Money,
Protecting Environment

GARY C. BERGMAN, ExTENSION EDUCATOR AND UNIT L EADER

Therearetwo costs associated with doing business mercury and other hazardousmaterias. Itisillega to
that managersoften do not takeinto cons derationwhen disposeof theseitemsintheLincoln landfill. Recycling
calculating profit andloss: disposal costsand energy isthebest option for disposing of theseitems.
usecods. Inonestep, abusinesscan reduce both costs.

Most offices and other public buildings rely on
fluorescent lighting. Thetypical fluorescent tubecontains ConTinuED ON PacE 3
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LeADING THE WAY: BETTER BUSINESS AND A HEALTHIER ENVIRONMENT

HARRY HEAFER, COORDINATOR, KEEP LINCOLN AND L ANCASTER CoUNTY BEAUTIFUL

Busnessesfor Environmenta Leadership
(BEL) isavolunteer program made up of
businessin Lincoln and Lancaster County
that have madeacommitment to protecting
and preserving theenvironment for future
generations. The program stresses a
“business-to-business’ gpproachtowaste
reduction and energy efficiency. Programs
integrate pollution prevention (P2) with energy and
resource conservation.

BEL'sgodsareto:

PROTECT employees and the community by
minimizing waste through source reduction,
reuse, and recycling;

EDUCATE employeesand the community about
hazards by promoting the benefits of source
reduction and energy conservation;

ENCOURA GE employeesand thecommunity to
adopt environmenta ly sound practices, and,

RECOGNIZE employees and community
members by honoring those who use
environmentally responsiblebusinesspractices.

Thesgteering committee, madeup of 20smd| business
owners, has developed a three-stage process for
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reaching ahigh standard of environmental
leadership andrecognition. Thethreelevels
of recognition and participation are:
Cetification Level, Achievement Level and
ExcellenceLevel. Toachieveeachleve'’s
recognition medallion, busnessesmust meet
variouscriteriaestablished for that level.

Interested businessesmust first complete
abasic applicationformtoinitiatethe process. After
that, progress is at the rate the business choose.
However, there are many agencies, other businesses,
and consultantsavail ableto guide businessesto higher
standardsand levelsof efficiency and environmental
excdllence. TheBEL Steering Committeemembersare
currently receiving free confidentia technica assstance.
Thisassstanceincludesan energy audit from Lincoln
Electric Service and a waste audit looking at the
processesused inthe businessand thewaste produced

CoNTINUED ON PAGE 4

E J Schumaker (441-8036) has recently
been appointed Grant Coordinator |1 and has
been given respons bility for the Businessesfor
Environmenta Leadership program.

FiIrsT HouseHoLD HAzARDOUS WASTE

COLLECTION A SUCCESS

TheLincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
held thefirst Household Hazardous Waste Collection
for 2002 on April 13 at Goodyear inHavelock. Three
hundred twenty-two vehicles passed through the
collection site, and we collected 8807 | bs of waste.
Out of that waste, we collected 710 |bs of solid and
liquid pesticides. We had encouraged peopleto drop
off Dursban, abanned pesticide.

Goodyear provided 16 people to help out at the
collection. The collection is a good example of

BeTH M ANN, GRANT COORDINATOR | |

government, business, and
private citizens cooperating to
keep hazardous materialsout of Lincoln’slandfill.

Eachyear, theL.L CHD conductsbetween sevenand
ninecollectionsat variouslocations. Thenext collection
will be held on Friday, June 14, at Union College.

If you need more information call Beth at 441-6235.
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H.E.L.P. Your BusINESS
CampPAIGN (HAVE EmPLOYEES Do
LiTTER PicKuP)

How Clean Is Your Parking Lot and
Landscaping?
HARRY HEAFER, COORDINATOR, K EEP L INCOLN AND L ANCASTER
CounTty BEAauTIFUL

Do you feel the outside appearance of your
establishment letsyour customers know the quality of
service/merchandise your businessoffers?You keep the
inside of your business clean because you know that a
dirty storedoesn’'t makeagood impression on customers.
But how about your parking lot or landscaping? Do you
alow litter to accumulatein thelandscaping or sitinthe
lot so the next gust of wind blowsit downthestreet toan
adjacent business? Take afreshlook at the outside of
your business to see how it might look to potential
customersdriving past. What imagedoesyour storegive
tothecommunity?

Theoutsideof your businesscantel| alot to prospective
customersandthecitizensof Lincoln. A clean storefront,
landscaping, and parking lot showsyou carenot only about
your business but about your community aswell. You
should havewind-res stant trash containersthat cusomers
can userather than dropping trash ontheground. Make
surethat you have severd trash containersconveniently
located wherethey will be used.

Place an ash tray by your door for customers. Place
ash traysin break areas where your employees might
smoke. Instruct your employees to dispose of their
cigarette butts properly?

Keep grass areas free of litter so when the grassis
mowed that single piece of litter doesn’t become 1,000
pieces. You might want to contract with your lawnmowing
contractor to pick up any litter before mowing. Weeds
growinginthesdewalk crackscan also createanegative
imageof abusiness.

Help keep Lincoln clean by ensuring any litter around
your businessis picked up on adaily basis. For more
information call Harry Heafer at 441-8035 or visit the
KLLB web page at www.ci.lincoln.ne.us/city/health/
environ/kllcb/index.
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COU NTY EXTENS|ON (ConTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

On the other hand, if a business does not have
fluorescent tubes, thereislessthreet of mercury release
and the costs of disposal and recycling go down. In
addition, the newer aternativelight sourcesuseless
eectricity. Usnglessdectricity ssvesmoney. Usngless
electricity isalso good for the environment because
fewer resources are used to produce energy. The
Extension Education Center staff discovered the
advantages of using low-mercury fluorescent bulbs.

With Lancaster County Board support, webegana
refurbishing plan about ayear agoto repair wear from
17 years of use by over 20,000 people per year. A
casua observer might quickly notice obviousrepairs
andimprovements:. replaced carpetsand newly painted
walls. Some of the most significant and rewarding
improvements are harder to see. Upgrading to an
energy-€fficient lighting sysemisoneexampleof how
the Extension Education Center could beimproved at
a reasonable cost. Not only would it enhance the
classroom environment but it woul d contributeto long-
term cost savings.

Withinthelast ten years, lamp manufacturershave
developed an electronic design ballast. Quickly
replacing theolder, € ectromagnetictypes, they operate
at frequenciesmuch higher
than 60 Hertz; thetypical
electronic ballast operates
at about 20,000-25,000
Hertz. Because they
control a much higher
frequency current, less
electricenergy isneededto
produce the samelevel of illumination. The higher
frequency dso diminatestheannoying problemsof light
flicker and the buzzing noisetraditiondly identified with
the older, el ectromagnetic types.

CoNTINUED ON PAGE 4



4

COU NTY EXTENS|ON (ConTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

In addition to improved quality of lighting, high-
efficiency electronic ballasts generate about 30 degrees
C less heat and last much longer. This reduced heat
reduces the burden on the building’s cooling system
during thewarmer months. Because the cooling system
does not work so hard, the system lastslonger and the
Extension Office useslessenergy. Because of the clear
advantages of electronic ballasts, we decided to retrofit
entire buildings, even though existing el ectromagnetic
ballasts till remain functioning.

Changing over to energy saving electronic fixtures
may be something to consider for your own office
lighting situation. Selecting new fluorescent lamps such
as the T-8 Lamp will further reduce energy
requirements. An added bonus is less mercury in the
newer lamps—a costly and major environmental
consideration when disposing of older style fluorescent
lamps.

For more information, or if you have questions,
contact Gary C. Bergman 402-441-7180 or fax at 402-
441-7148.
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Please circulate thisissue among your staff and coworkers.

Leabping WAy

(ConTINUED FROM PAGE 2)

and/or recycled. After these audits are completed, the
businesseswill receivealist or preferred or recommended
practicesthey canimplement to cut costs and reduce waste.

Your small business can benefit from participating by
learning the most environmentally sound management
practices and receivetheresourcesto hel pimplement them.
Participantsreceivefree, confidential technical assistance
toreducewaste, risk, and regulatory burdens. They become
more competitive by learning to operate more efficiently
and economically. Businesses that achieve new levels of
excellence are recognized as environmental leaders and
earn respect of their peersaong with thetrust of customers
and the community.

Businessesinterested in moreinformation about the BEL
should contact E J Schumaker, Coordinator, at 441-8036 or
email her at eschumaker@ci.lincoln.ne.us.

BEL is funded by a grant from the Nebraska
Environmental Trust.
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Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department \
3140 “N” Street
Lincoln, NE 68510-1514

http://www.ci.lincoln.ne.us/city/health/environ/pollu/

Bruce Dart, MS .................. Health Director
Phil Rooney, Ph.D. ........... Editor/Layout
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The Ethicis published quarterly by the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department and is distributed to
Special Waste Permit holders and other businesses in Lincoln and Lancaster County.

For more information or for P2 technical assistance, call 441-8040.
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